Course:
01.012  Ag Leadership and Personal Development

Unit 6:
FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking 
Lesson 1:
Research and Prepare a Resource Notebook

QCC
.39, 52, 67, 83, 108, 130, 150, 177, 192, 209, 229, 245, 264, 280, 
303, 315, 345, 367, 382, 414, 432, 452, 470, 488
Objective: 


Gather information and prepare a resource notebook.

Teaching Time:
5 Hours

References:

Ricketts, Cliff. Leadership Personal Development & Career Success. Delmar 

Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY.

FFA CDE bulletin: FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking.  National FFA 


Organization, Indianapolis, IN.
GA Ag Ed Curriculum CD, PP_ Research and Prepare a Resource Notebook
Materials and Equipment:
Hand outs 6.1.1-6.1.2
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Explain to the students that they will be giving a speech just as they did with the prior unit on Prepared Public Speaking.  However, they will have only 30 minutes to prepare the speech.  After the initial shock hits the students, explain that this is called Extemporaneous speaking and it can be easily performed with a tool called a resource notebook.

Discussion

1.
Because this is the beginning of the Extemporaneous speaking unit, briefly describe what an extemporaneous speech and how it differs from prepared public speaking.  Discuss the pros and cons of extemporaneous speech (hand out 6.1.1).  Stress the need for organization and supporting material in preparing and presenting the speech.
2.
The success of any extemporaneous speech is directly proportional to the amount of reading the speaker does, and the quality of information they have gathered.  

A.
The first step to extemporaneous speech is preparation.  This means investigating and analyzing the topic areas.  

B.
The following topics are those covered in the FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking CDE: 

· Agriscience and Technology

· Agrimarketing and International Agriculture Relations 

· Urban Agriculture

· Food and Fiber Systems (hand out 6.1.2).  

C.
After listing these topics, have the students brainstorm for sub topics.  

D.
Once a list is compiled, explain that this is what the students will look for while compiling a research notebook.
3.
Before your students begin to compile their notebooks, explain the limitations that are specified by the National FFA CDE bulletin for appropriate sources.  The students are limited to five sources.  According to the National FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking CDE bulletin, the following are acceptable: Sources must be printed material such books or magazines and/or a compilation of collected materials.  To be counted as one item, a notebook or folder of collected materials may contain no more than 100 pages, single side; Notebooks cannot contain notes or prepared speeches.  The notebooks must also have the sources cited.

4.
Allow the students to compile their notebooks.  

A.
Explain the areas in which articles can be found.  

· Agricultural publications and newspapers and news periodicals

· Readers Guides

· Internet

· Agriculture Yearbooks 

B.
As the students read and find their articles, guide them to organize their information.  

· Tab notebooks according to subtopics and place articles in the notebooks accordingly.
5.
It would be helpful to allow the students to do some of their research in the school library during class time so that you can give them guidance if needed.  Some students will need you to get them started so that they can understand what to look for.  While the students are photocopying their articles, remind them that they can reduce the size of the articles on the paper and place more than one article on each page.
6.
Some students may want a combination of notebooks and books for their sources.  Agriculture Yearbooks can be secured by writing your US Congress member.  These make excellent sources.  Broad based agricultural textbooks, such as agriscience textbooks, are also excellent choices.  Remind the students of their options when securing their sources.  Remind the students also that even though they may have excellent sources, they need to continue to read about these subjects in order to strengthen their abilities in this type of speaking.
Summary
Extemporaneous public speaking develops leadership skills.  It develops the ability to think quickly and on your feet.  Public speaking is the number one fear of Americans.  Extemporaneous public speaking allows students to gain experience in front of an audience.
Evaluation

Students should gather their five sources and allow the instructor to critique what they have gathered.

6.1.1

Advantages/Disadvantages of Extemporaneous Speaking
Advantages

· It is flexible.  It adapts to unforeseen situations.

· You can adapt your thoughts as you go along.  This leaves room to incorporate newly inspired ideas.

· It promotes a personal relationship between the speaker and the audience.  (The speaker is not glued to the manuscript.)

· It has the ability to create greater emotion in the speaker.

Disadvantages

· Slovenliness (The speaker may ramble or use unnecessary or meaningless words)

· The careless speaker may become verbose (Being concise in speech requires time that the speaker may not choose to take)

· May lead to exaggeration (The excitement of the speech may lead the speaker to make statements grander than they were originally)

6.1.2

Categories Included in the FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking Career Development Event

· Agriscience and Technology

· Agrimarketing and International Agricultural Relations

· Food and Fiber Systems

· Urban Agriculture
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