Georgia Agriculture Education Curriculum

[image: image1.wmf]

Course:
01.051
Agribusiness Sales and Marketing

Unit 9:
Micro-computers in Agribusiness
Lesson 1:
Computer Operation
QCC:
65, 71
Objectives: 

1.
Identify basic components of a computer system.

2.
Perform computer operations.
Teaching Time: 
7 Hours
References:

Farm and Ranch Business Management.  .  Deere and Company. Moline, IL. ISBN: 0-86691-135-9. 
Use and Selection of Computers for Agribusiness, Texas A&M University. College Station, TX.  Instructional Materials Service.   Computer Applications 8715-A.

Microsoft Office for Windows 95 Tutorial and Applications, South-Western Educational Publishing, Current edition.

Farm and Ranch Business Management.  Deere and Company.  Moline, IL. ISBN: 0-86691-135-9. 

Farm and Ranch Business Management Study Guide. Deere and Company. Moline IL. 

Microsoft Office for Windows 95 Tutorial and Applications, South-Western Educational Publishing, Current edition.

Materials and Equipment:  

Computer with hardware and software programs

Computers for groups of two

Microsoft Office for Windows 95 Tutorial and Applications training manuals with Disk
Teaching Procedure


Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students if they have a computer available to them at home. 

Ask students who have a computer at home and for what purposes they use the computer.  Most will answer for word processing, games, Internet access, etc. Relate to students that computers serve a very valuable purpose in our world.  Computers are not only fun.  They are useful in keeping records and helping to manage our daily business.  With a computer's help, a farmer can now process large batches of information into useful tools to manage his farm.
Discussion

1.
Have students read Chapter 12, Computer Applications, in the Farm and Ranch Business Management text and assign sections 1-2 in the accompanying study guide.

2.
What are the two components to a computer? (Refer to page 12-3 to 12-4 in the Farm and Ranch Business Management text).

A. Hardware - the physical components of a computer system; what you can actually feel and touch.  Hardware includes: 

· Monitor

· Central processing unit

· Keyboard

· Hard drive

· Floppy drive

· Modem

· Printer

B.
Software - nonphysical part of the computer that tells hardware what functions to perform; what makes hardware useful?  Software includes:

· Word processing programs 

· Spreadsheet programs

· Database programs

· Graphic programs

3.
What are the uses of computers? 
A. The main uses of computers in our society are:

· Accounting and record keeping (spreadsheet)  - a good tool for using with your SAEP. 

· Management Decisions

· Telecommunications

· Word Processing

· Education
· Recreation
4. Selecting a computer (From Texas A&M, Computer Applications 8715-A).  Before purchasing a computer, you must identify the reasons you need a computer.  Take your time with this step, since you want your purchase to be as productive as possible.  Select a computer by: 

A.
Identifying your needs - are you in need of a computer for accounting, Internet access, e-mail, and/or word processing. 

B.
Knowing how much you are willing to spend - Computers can costa lot.  Know how much you are willing to spend on a system that meets your needs.

C.
Determining what software you want - Most computers come with established software programs on them.  Check the computer for software you want, and if  the package is not available, try another brand of computer.

D.
Knowing what hardware you need - most computers do not have unlimited capacity to hold all software packages.  Check the software system requirements to determine if your computer system will have enough memory, processor speed, and options (VGA or  SVGA monitor, CD-Rom, etc.) to accomplish your needs.
5.
There are many software packages on the market.  Microsoft Word and Word Perfect are just two examples.
A. Stationed in groups of  two, use the current edition of the Microsoft Office for Windows 95 Tutorial and Applications manual and diskette to allow students to begin further experiencing computer operations. 

B.
Cover the Introductory section, and the use of  Microsoft Word. Today's students will be familiar with many of the operation of these packages; however, these two units will carry them into further details on how Windows 95 and Microsoft Word operates.
Summary 

Computers are very valuable tools to agriculturalists.  They affect our lives in ways that we cannot begin to imagine.  Knowing how to use a computer is very important in our society.  If you know how to operate a computer, keep learning.  If you do not, learn.
Evaluation
Written quiz

9.1.1

Computer Components
Hardware:
-Monitor

-Central processing unit

-Keyboard

-Hard drive

-Floppy drive

-Modem

-Printer

 Software:
-Word processing programs 

-Spreadsheet programs

-Database programs






-Graphic programs
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9.1.2
Before purchasing a computer:
· Identify your needs

· Know how much you are willing to spend

· Determine what software you want

· Know what hardware you need
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