Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 0:
Introduction to Equine Science
Lesson 1:  Orientation to Equine Science and Agriculture
QCC:

Objectives: 






Students shall become oriented to the comprehensive program of agricultural education, learn to work safely in the agriculture lab and work sites, demonstrate selected competencies in leadership through the FFA and agricultural industry organizations, and develop plans for a supervised agricultural experience program.
Teaching Time:

References:
Parker, Rick.  Equine Science. Delmar Publishers.  Albany NY..
Horse Industry Handbook:  A Guide to Equine Care and Management. American Youth Horse Council. Lexington, KY  
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Involve the students in a discussion of agricultural or equine related interests.  Ask the students if they are involved with agriculture or if any of them own livestock such as horses.  

Discussion
1.
Animal industry—all of the activities in producing, buying, selling, and managing animals in the related products and services.
A. 
Why we have horses

1.
Horses were once used for work and transportation.

2.
Now horses are used primarily for pleasure and recreation.  Showing, racing, and riding are among the purposes of the modern-day horse.

3.
The economic opportunity horses contribute to the animal industry is enormous.


2.
Animal agriculture—the production and marketing of animals.



A.
Feed Industry




1.
Feed is a material that an animal eats for growth, repair, energy, and the maintenance of life.




2.
Grain is the small, hard seed or fruit produced by cereal plants such as corn, wheat, oats, and barely.  Horses eat feeds made from gains, protein supplements, and other additives, such as molasses.  Horses also eat an abundance of roughages such as hay and grass.




3.
The feed industry is a multi-million dollar industry, which includes production, processing, buying, and selling,



B.
Equipment Industry




1.
The equipment used today differs from that of the past




2.  Many different trailers, saddles, bridles, blankets, shoes, and halters are available to horse owners.  




3.  The type of equipment used depends on the type of riding.  Western tack and equipment varies from English tack and equipment.



C.
Animal Health Industry




1.
Two types of animal health care—preventive and treatment.




2.
Numerous people involved in healthcare—veterinarians, vet technicians, farm managers, pharmaceutical sales people, and horse owners.




3.
Deworming and vaccinating are common health care practices.

Summary
The horse industry contributes millions of dollars to the national, state, and local economy.  It is important that the horse industry be seen as a vital partner to the total agribusiness community.



1.
Play millionaire game – available on Georgia Ag Ed CD titled: Game 2 – Horsemen’s Corral



2.
Break the students into groups and assign them an oral presentation.  Have one group call area feed stores and compare feed prices of a certain feed like Omelene 200 by Purina.  Assign another group to look at different trailer manufacturer's prices such as the prices of Featherlites compared to Four Stars (this would be better to do online).  The other group can look at different vet supply companies  (if hard copies are not available, students can look at catalogs online such as Jeffers Vet Supply, KV Vet Supply, and Valley Vet) and compare the prices of horse wormers.  Another group can look at the differences between an English saddle and a western saddle and do cost comparisons.        
Evaluation


1.
Students' participation in assigned activities.
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