Georgia Agriculture Education Curriculum



Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 2:
Breeds Types and Classes of Horses
Lesson 1: Breeds of Horses
QCC:

Objectives: 

1.
Define the term breed

2.
Identify various breeds of horses by viewing pictures or live animals 

3.  Describe the significance of color breeds 

4.  Describe the various breeds of horses
Teaching Time:

References:
Parker, Rick.  Equine Science. Delmar Publishers.  Albany NY. 
Horse Industry Handbook:  A Guide to Equine Care and Management. American Youth 


Horse Council. Lexington, KY  

GA Ag Ed Power Points: Horse Breeds ID.ppt
Materials and Equipment:

“Name that Horse” Georgia Agricultural Education Curriculum Resource and Reference DVD.

Students will need access to a word processing program

Envelopes and Postage

A list of horse registries and associations                                    

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Begin class by involving students in a discussion of animal breeds. Allow students to tell about their favorite breed of animal and describe their characteristics.

Ask students what is their favorite breed of animal

Ask students what the characteristics of those animals are (what is the breed “known for”) 

Ask students to tell about breeds of horses they have experience or knowledge about.

Discussion
1.
What is a breed?  

Have students write on a sheet of paper what they think a breed is.  

Ask certain members of the class what are characteristics of a breed.  

Record the students’ definitions on the board and involve the entire class in discussion. Allow the class to form one common definition.


Display the definition below on the overhead or projector and have one student to read the definition to the class. Have all students record the definition in their notebooks.


Definition:  Breed - A breed of horse is a group of horses with a common ancestry that breed true to produce common characteristics such as function, conformation, and color. Recognized breeds of horses have an association with a studbook and breeding records.   

2.
Play the game “Name that Horse” from the Ag Ed Curriculum DVD.  (Students will not know most of the breeds but will be motivated to learn them as the game is played.)


3.
Colors of horses



Ask students to name all the colors and color/classifications of horses; l

list on board.

Show examples of each color using slide projector or prepared PowerPoint




1.  Bay- any shade of brown with a black mane and tail and black on the legs  




2.  Chestnut –generally a darker brown with a mane and tail of the same color




3.  Sorrel- a lighter brown with mane and tail of same color (if 





mane and tail are lighter; this is referred to as a “flaxen” 





mane and tail.  




4.  Grey- Coat can be any shade of grey with either 





dapples (area of spotted grey) or flea-bit (very small spots 





of darker or reddish gray all over the body)




5.  
Black- black coat and skin must be black




6.  Brown




7.  Palomino- coat is the yellowish, with white mane and tail 




8.  Buckskin- yellow color coat with black mane, tail and legs




9.  Dun- can be various shades of yellow, always has a dorsal 





stripe




10.  White- very rare. Coat must be white, as well as skin.  





Generally referred to as an albino if it has pink eyes.




11.  Roan- can be strawberry (red and white) or blue (black and 





white




12.  Grulla-



Have students find a piece of paper the color of each horse. The students should use Worksheet 1 at the end of this lesson plan for this activity. Have them cut the paper to size and paste the colored paper by the appropriate name.




3.
Discuss the major breeds of horses


Show examples of each breed, discuss their origins and uses

-
American Quarter Horse Association
-
American Paint Horse Association
-
Appaloosa
-
Thoroughbred
-
Saddlebred
-
Standardbred


Use the “Name That Breed” Game as a reference for examples.



4.
What is a color breed? 

· What are some examples?
· Palominos, Appaloosa, Paints and Buckskins
· Why were they founded?
· People who found particular colors appealing established registries with color requirements.  Some of these registries require only color for registration, but others have conformation standards as well

5.  Activities


     A.   Assign students a breed of horse and provide its registry address.  



They should be instructed to write a letter to the respective 



associations asking for more literature and information regarding the 



assigned breed.


    B.   Assign students a breed project, in which they make a poster about a 



particular breed of horse (possibly the one they wrote letter for) and 



write a small summary about breed and also show pictures of the 



breeds of horse. 

 
   C.   Have class play “Name that Breed” as a review for upcoming test”  

Summary  

Evaluation

Students should be tested on their knowledge of breeds of horses and their characteristics.  Students should be able to identify breeds from pictures as well as describe characteristics. 
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