Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 5:
Unsoundness


Lesson 1: Recognizing Unsoundness 
QCC:

1.
Distinguish between a blemish and an unsoundness 

2.
Describe the problems that are caused by unsoundness

3.
List four common problems associated with the head 

4.
List five common blemishes that can be found on the body 

5.
Name and describe unsound conditions of the legs or skeletal system 

Teaching Time:

References:
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set


Ask students to discuss what they believe a sound horse is?  How do they think it affects a horse compared to other livestock? Unsoundness is a horse affects the serviceability of the animal.  Soundness a general term that can actually mean anything from a slight abnormality to a defect that makes a horse useless. 

Discussion 

Explain that horse people divide the defects and abnormalities into two categories- unsoundness and blemishes


· Blemish- may be ugly, but it will not prevent the horse from doing its job. Examples include- wire cuts, rope burns and other insignificant injuries or imperfections.  

· Unsoundness- injuries that affect the serviceability or use of a horse.

It is often difficult to distinguish between the two. For example, a wound may be unsound at first, but as it heals it may become only a blemish.

Unsoundness may be caused by a variety of things including inherited weaknesses, stress or strain, accident or injury and nutritional deficiencies.

Unsoundness of the Head 

· Blindness  

· Moon blindness

·  Bad mouth

· Malocclusion

· Monkey mouth

· Parrot mouth

· Poll evil

· Quidding

Unsoundness and Blemishes of the Body

· Fistulous withers

· Sweeney

· Knocked-down hip

· Scars

· Hernia
Unsoundness of the Lungs

· Roaring

· Heaving

Unsoundness of the Limbs

· Bog spavin

· Bone Spavin

· Bowed Tendon

· Bucked Knee

· Bucked Shins

· Calf kneed

· Camped out

· Camped Elbow

· Capped Hock

· Chip Fractures 

· Cocked Ankles

· Contracted Feet

· Contracted Heel

· Corns

· Club Foot

· Curb

· Flat Foot

· Founder

· Navicular

· Osselets

· Pedal Osteitis

· Pointing

· Quarter Crack

· Quittor

· Ringbone

· Shoe Boil

· Sidebones

· Splints

· Stifled

· Stringhalt

· Thoroughpin

· Thrush

Vices- although that aren't really unsoundness or blemishes, they do affect the usefulness, desirability and values of horses.  They are habits acquired by some horses that are subjected to long periods of idleness.

· Cribbing
· Wind sucking
· Weaving
· Stall Walking
· Kicking
· Tail Rubbing
· Biting
· Halter Pulling
Summary

Some horses become unsound at an early age, while others remain useful for years.  Abusive treatment, excessive use, and poor care can contribute to unsoundness in horses.  
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