Course:
02.422

Equine Science

Unit 14:
Horse Behavior and Training 

Lesson 1:
Horse Behavior

QCC:

Objectives: 

1. Define the term behavior

2. Discuss the concept of imprinting

3. Name and describe 10 different behavioral categories associated with horses

4. Identify signs of different emotions of a horse

5. Describe the sense of the vision, touch, smell, and hearing of the horse

6. Describe four bad behaviors common in some horses

Teaching Time: 2 hours
References: 

Horse Industry Handbook, A guide to equine care and management.

A project of the American Youth Horse Council

4093 Iron Works Pike

Lexington, KY 40511-8434

(606) 226-6011

Materials and Equipment:

· Diagrams of all the senses and their parameters
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask the students to describe their senses and what they use them for.  

Define the term behavior

	be·hav·ior :  (b
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r)
n  The manner in which one behaves. 

· The actions or reactions of a person or animal in response to external or internal stimuli. 

· One of these actions or reactions: “a hormone... known to directly control sex-specific reproductive and parenting behaviors in a wide variety of vertebrates” (Thomas Maugh II). 




Discuss the concept of imprinting

Defined: A rapid learning process by which a newborn or very young animal establishes a behavior pattern of recognition and attraction to another animal of its own kind or to a substitute or an object identified as the parent.

Imprinting is the process of providing experiences to the foal so that they become fundamental memories influencing the foal for the rest of its life. If the foal learns that certain experiences are non-threatening during its first moments in the world, it will be more likely to tolerate or embrace those and similar experiences later on. Theoretically imprinting can be done any time during the first three days after the foal is born, but we find that the best results are achieved if done at birth.

For more info: www.cvm.uiuc.edu/petcolumns


“Imprinting: Shaping Your Foal’s Disposition for Life”

Name and describe 10 different behavioral categories associated with horses
1. Herd instinct

2. Pecking order

3. Memory

4. Homing instinct

5. Defenses

6. Habit

7. Possessiveness

8. Courage 

9. Laziness

10.  The senses

Identify signs of different emotions of a horse

Describe the sense of the vision, touch, smell, and hearing of the horse

Describe four bad behaviors common in some horses

· Kicking

· Biting

· Cribbing

· Chewing

Summary
Horse behavior will teach you the characteristics of the horse and give you an understanding of the horse’s reasons for certain actions or habits.  When you know why a horse does something, you will be better prepared to respond to him properly.  It is important that you know the horse’s traits and instinctive responses in order to be successful in training the animal.  Keep in mind that they vary to different degrees in every horse, but they are common to all.

Evaluation

Written Test

Class participation
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