
Course:
00.000
 Reading Across the Curriculum

Unit 0:
Introduction and Orientation
Lesson    :
Orientation to Agriculture Education, FFA and You

QCC:

Objectives:

1.
Explain the benefits of agriculture classes.


2.
Explain the benefits of the FFA.

3.
Have students feel as though they belong in FFA.
Teaching Time:

50 minutes
References:

FFA Student Handbook.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.  

FFA Student Handbook. Teacher Manual. The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.

Official FFA Manual. The National FFA Organization, Indianapolis, IN.

Materials and Equipment:

Handbooks (Chapter 1) Make IT Happen - Join FFA! 

Videotape, What's in FFA for me?

Videotape, National Convention Highlights (for the most recent year available)

Worksheet (Handbook, Chapter 1)

Power Point Presentation (Student Handbook, Chapter 1) 

FFA New Horizons Magazine Copies

Official FFA Manual (multiple copies)

Optional:


The National and Georgia FFA websites

A local FFA video of the previous years activities

A list of FFA activities that your local chapter has participated in or would like to begin to participate in

An FFA calendar of events for the current month to always be visible in the classroom

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Write each of the following topics on a card, divide the students into teams and allow them to choose cards.  With the card a representative has chosen, the team should send a representative to the chalk board to draw the topic on the card.  The remaining team mates should try to guess what is being drawn.  This is a similar format to Win-Lose-or-Draw.  Keep score and reward the team that has the highest score.  Make sure that each team has the same number of opportunities to draw, not all topics must be drawn.  The topics could be:


Leadership


Travel


Teamwork


Community Service


Field Trips


Money


Awards



Friends


Fun




College scholarships


Animals



Plants


Magazine



Sunshine, Outdoors


Conventions


Hunting, fishing, wildlife

Discussion

1. Explain the benefits of agriculture classes.  Example: hands on

activities, using your knowledge from class and lab to participate in Career Development Events (CDE) in the FFA and in a Supervised Agricultural Experience Program (SAE) to help you choose and be successful in a career.


2. The Benefits of FFA.  Stress to students that FFA membership is a part of agricultural education class.  This membership will allow them the opportunity to travel, win awards, receive the magazine and be eligible for college scholarships.  Membership is not optional, but mandatory for many of the best aspects of agricultural education.

3. 
 Use page 3 of the Advisor's Guide to the FFA Student Handbook.  Explain to the students how the three parts of the agricultural education program work together.  

4.
Discuss agricultural related careers.  Ask each student to write down what they want to be when they are finished with their education.  Also ask them to write what education after high school they plan to pursue.  Have a couple of the students volunteer to share their responses with the group.  Only, don't allow the students to speak their answers, they should act them out as if playing charades.  After each finishes presenting their response, relate their response to agriculture.  Example, if a student wishes to pursue a college degree and a career as a journalist point out the growing field of agricultural communications, the fact that there are several National FFA Ag communications scholarships, the proficiency award in that area, the opportunities for employment and the fact that serving as the chapter reporter or preparing a chapter newsletter would be great experience.
5.
Show the Make It Happen - Join FFA! video or a local FFA video to show students some of the fun and rewards of being in agriculture classes and the FFA.  Also show, if possible or time requires, the National Convention Highlights video.

6. Access the National and Georgia FFA websites, either as a class or individually.  Have students explore each site and its contents.  They should each (or in groups they work with) be responsible for finding two activities, awards or news items that are of interest to them.  Ask several to share their items of interest with the group once all are finished exploring the sites.

If accessing the site in class is not possible, put students in groups and distribute copies of the Official FFA Manual, the recent issues of New Horizons (especially those with Georgia FFA News inserts) and the Student Handbook and have them to the same activity.

7.
Use the local list of FFA activities participated in for students to choose the ones that interest them the most and spend time talking about them.

Summary

What’s in FFA for Me?  Worksheet.  Urge members to join and use an FFA calendar to remind them of upcoming events that they don't want to miss!

Present the Power Point presentation reviewing Chapter One in the Student Handbook is a great summary review.  

Evaluation
Students should write their names on a piece of paper and find a corresponding activity, event or area of agricultural education/FFA that they are interested in; some or all should share with the class.


Example:

J- Jamboree for Greenhands

I- International trips offered by National FFA

M- Meetings of the chapter and the cookouts with each meeting
Course: 00.000
Orientation to Ag. Ed. and Agriculture
       
Unit 0, Lesson 

Revised July 2000




 1

