Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 5:
 
Mechanics and Supplies
Lesson 6:

Floral Wire

QCC:
450, 454, 455, 458, 459 
Objectives: 

1.
Select wire of appropriate size for specific flowers and foliage.

2.  Identify reasons for use of floral wire.

Teaching Time:

30 minutes
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY.  Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

Floral wire

Handout 5.6.1

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Wiring techniques are essential basic skills used by a floral designer.  Any student interested in floral design or enrolled in floral design must also be able to master these techniques.
Discussion

1.
Why will a florist use floral wire in an arrangement?
A.
straighten slightly crooked stems

B.
support weakened stems

C.
keep flowers upright and help prevent wilting

D.
hold flowers and foliage in a desired position

E.
prevent flower heads from breaking off the stem

F.
replace flower stems on corsages so the corsage stem is not bulky

G.
add accessories to corsages and arrangements

H.
florists will not wire if the flower can be used satisfactorily without it
2.
What is floral wire?
A.
It is commonly sold in twelve pound boxes containing 18 in. long straight wires.  The wires are coated with green enamel so that they are harder to see in an arrangement and also so that they do not rust.  Wire can also be purchased on spools for special needs such as making garlands (wreaths made of flowers or foliage).

B.
Florist wire comes in different diameters called gauges.  These range from size 18 (thickest) to 32 (thinnest).  

C.
The larger the size number, the smaller the wire diameter.

D.
20 -26 gauge wire will allow you to complete most projects needed in class.

E.
Proper wire size is very important because if you select a wire too thin the flower will not be properly supported and if it is too thick the flower may be damaged.
3.
 How do you select wire?
A.
Wire size depends on the weight of the flower and the intended use.

B.
Using too much wire can detract from the arrangement.

C.
Only wire when necessary
4.
Give Recommended Wire Size handout to students.
Summary 

Why use florist wire in an arrangement?  Why is it important to select the correct wire diameter?

Evaluation
Quiz on recommended wire sizes
5.6.1
Recommended Wire Sizes
Flower







Wire Size
Rose







20-22

Carnation





20-22

Standard Chrysanthemums
18-20

Pompon Chrysanthemums
20-24

Gladiolus





18-20

Snapdragons




20-22

Calla Lily





18-20

Stephanotis





26-28

Tulips






20-22

Orchids






24-28

Stock






18-20

Gerbera Daisy



20-22

Freesia






22-24

Quiz for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 6

Create a graphic organizer that will help you remember which guage wire goes with which flower.
Create an image that will help you remember guage numbers and actual sizes-thick vs thin.

Use these for study materials for the unit Materials and supplies Id test.
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