Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 17:
Selecting Indoor Plants
Lesson 3:

Identify Potted Plants

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459
Objectives: 

1.
Distinguish between permanent and temporary plants.

2.
Identify common potted plants.

Teaching Time:

10 hours
References:

Reiley, H. Edward & Carroll L. Shry, Jr. Introductory Horticulture. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY. 1991
Schroeder, Charles B. Introduction to Horticulture: Science and Technology. Interstate Publishers, Inc. Danville, IL 1997.
Materials and Equipment:

Chalk or whiteboard

Copies of handouts 1-4

Samples of plants

Magazines and other reference books from school or personal libraries,etc.

Posterboard and/or other resources for student presentations

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set
Lead the discussion in the direction of landscaping or interiorscaping by painting a mental picture of a local public place that is well landscaped/interiorscaped. (If all else fails take pictures of the spaces before hand to use as a visual example.)
Discussion

1. 
Select an area on campus which can be improved with the addition of plantscape. 

A.
This area may be either indoors or outdoors. 

B.
Take the class to view the area and lead the class to suggest possible improvements to the area.

2. 
Return to the classroom and lead the class in a discussion of selecting plants for improving the area.  If you have students who are working at local florist, garden center, or nursery use these as resource persons to help select possible plants.

3. 
Do we want to use permanent plants or temporary plants?
A.
Explain the difference between permanent and temporary. 

B.
If the project is a one‑time activity lead students to select permanent planting. 

C.
If the area is going to be used as an on‑going project with classes you might allow the students to choose seasonal plantings.

4. 
Set up a plant identification pre‑test of plants from the greenhouse to determine how much the students know about identifying plants. Use the plant you are growing at the time or bring in samples purchased from local nurseries or garden centers.

5. 
What types of plants should be used in the design?

A.
If the area is primarily outdoors and plans are to landscape the area distribute Handout #1 ‑ Bedding Plants. 

B.
If the area is indoors and plans are to interiorscape distribute Handout #2 ‑ Indoor Plants. 

C.
If the project centers around a major holiday distribute Handout #3 Holiday and Gift Plants. 

D.
If bulbs are available and can be included in the project either as ground plantings or forced in containers distribute Handout #4 ‑ Bulbs, Corms, Tubers and Other Specialized Stems.

6. 
Return to plant identification pre‑test.

A.
Place name tags in plant containers. Instruct students to record characteristics of the samples available. 

B.
If samples are not available for some plants on the list, reference books and magazines can be utilized to as a classroom activity for recording characteristics of those plants.
7. 
Divide students into groups of 4 ‑ 6 for a competition.
A.
Instruct each group to select a minimum of 5 different types of plants and design a plantscape appropriate for the area. 

B.
Each group will develop a sales pitch for convincing the class to buy their idea. 

C.
Give each group a certain amount of time and the resources they need for their presentation. 

D.
Instruct groups that their presentation must include both oral and visual components. 

· Each member of the group must have a part in the presentation and the group must arrive at a consensus prior to making the presentation.

8. 
Have another staff member, PTA member, parent, etc. attend the presentations.
9. 
The group presenting the best sales pitch for their plantscape should receive some form of reward. One idea is the erection of a small sign with their names written on it and placed in the space if the project is carried to completion.

Summary

Plants can be used to Landscape or Interiorscape an area around campuses, homes, public areas and businesses. Many companies are currently designing and installing indoor and outdoor plantscapes to improve eye appeal of these areas. Both temporary plantings for seasonal color and permanent plantings for year‑round effects are utilized. It is important that all horticulture students understand the art of selling and decorating with plants, as well as dealing with clients. Students entering the industry will have to have a working knowledge of plant identification, growth requirements and habits in order to manage a profitable business. A project carried from planning to completion by students in horticulture classes can be a great learning experience, as well as an opportunity develop skills in teamwork.
Evaluation

Each group will be graded upon completion of projects.
17.3.1

Common Bedding Plants





Plant name
Identifying Characteristics
Exposure
Height
Spread

Ageratum





Alyssum





Dusty Miller





Impatiens





Marigold





Pansy





Petunia





Salvia





Shasta Daisy





Snapdragon





Verbenna





Vinca





Wax Begonia





17.3.2
Common Indoor Plants





Plant name
Identifying characteristics
Exposure
Height
Spread

African violet





Aglaonema





Aluminum plant





Benjamin fig





Coleus





Croton





Cutleaf





Philodendron





Dracaena (corn plant)





Dracaena (Red Edge)





DumbCane





Dwarf Scheffelera





English ivy





Grape ivy





Jade plant





Nephtytis





Norfolk Island





Pine





Parlor Palm





Pothos





Prayer plant





Rubber plant





Scheffelera





Snake plant





Spathiphyllum





Spider plant





Swedish ivy





Wandering Jew





Wax plant





17.3.3
Holiday Gift Plants





Plant name
Identifying characteristics
Exposure
Height
Spread

African violet





Amaryllis





Azalea





Crown of thorns





Cyclamen





Easter lily





Chrysanthemum





Fuschia





Geranium





Gloxina





Hydrangea





Kalanchoe





Pointsettia





Thanksgiving cactus





17.3.4

Bulbs, Corms, Tubers, and Other Gift Plants





Plant name
Identifying Characteristics
Exposure
Height
Spread

Bearded Iris





Canna lily





Daffodil





Dutch Iris





Easter lily





Gladioli





Hyacinth





Tulip
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