Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 18:
Decorating Potted Plants
Lesson 3:

Dish Garden

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459, 463, 467
Objectives: 

1.
Identify appropriate containers to be used in dish garden construction.

2. Identify common plants used in dish garden.

3. Determine proper care requirements for dish garden.

4. Construct a dish garden.

5. Construct a potted flower.

Teaching Time:


120 minutes
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY.  Current Edition.

Materials and Equipment:

Dish garden containers

Dish garden plants

Potting oil

Gravel/pebbles

Cut flowers

Water picks
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Define a dish garden.  Have an example of a completed dish garden to show the students.  Discuss the use of/demand for the dish garden in the florist shop.  Dish gardens are really popular items because customers like to give floral gifts that will live indefinitely.

Discussion

1.
Show the students various examples of dish garden containers..
A.
Discuss also the types of plants that grow well in a dish garden.  Instead of just listing plants that would do well, consider guiding the students through a series of questions to an understanding of what qualities a plant would need to be suitable in a dish garden (example: low light requirement, compact growth habit, etc.)  

B.
Using the list of qualifications that the plants would need, compile your list of suitable plants.
2.
Because dish garden containers have no drainage holes, they must be watered carefully.  Explain the proper care requirement for the dish garden.
3.
Demonstrate the construction of a dish garden.  
A.
Stress to the students that constructing a dish garden is more than just sticking a few foliage plants in a shallow container.  

B.
Explain that the placement of the plants must be carefully considered based on the direction/s from which the dish garden will be viewed, the mature height of the plants, and the growth habit of the plants.
Summary

Points to review:

What is a dish garden?

What plants are used for dish garden?

What are the care requirements for a dish garden?
Evaluation 

Allow the students to construct their own dish gardens.  Options: (a) Instead of buying the containers, you could have students make their own containers with a concrete/sand mix (use containers such as hanging baskets as molds).  (b) After the students have constructed their dish gardens, allow them to construct a pot-et-fleur using cut flowers and water picks. 
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