Course:
01.431

Agriculture Crop Production and Management

Unit 8:

Analyzing the Economic Factors of Crop Enterprises
Lesson 3:

Identifying Government Regulations and Incentives that Affect Crop Enterprises

QCC:
343, 348, 351, 353
Objectives: 

1.
List the government policies that affect crop enterprises.

2. 
Analyze the crops affected by each government policy.

3.
Evaluate the economic impact each policy has on each crop enterprise.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

AHelping the Pieces Fit@-USDA PA 1596.  Washington, D.C.

AUSDA, The People=s Department@.  Washington, D.C.
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Provide a snack of peanut butter crackers to your class.  As students enjoy their snack, ask them what ingredient in the crackers has been highly regulated by the USDA for over 40 years?  Students= response should be peanuts.  Ask students what other crop is regulated by the USDA that is in the clothes they have on that day?  Students= response should be cotton.  Also ask students what crop has been in the recent news and is considered a danger to your health?  Response should be tobacco.  Present the total government payments (available FSA) that were made to farmers in your county last year and discuss the economic benefits with your class.
Discussion

1.
Obtain latest pamphlets on government regulation for the top crops in your county.

2.
Have students outline regulations concerning the top 2 crops and define key terms such as quotas, allotments, poundage, set-aside, etc.

3.
Have students make a list of all crops in your county that are government regulated.

4.
Have students make a list of all crops and livestock that are not government regulated.

5.
Ask students why livestock enterprises are not government regulated and discuss.  

Have students record answers and interesting points in their notebook.
6.
Activities

A.
Have students do a group report on what the economic downfall would be if government supports were removed from the number one crops in their county   

B.
Visit the local Farm Service Agency or have a representative visit your class and discuss government regulations and other government programs such as the Freedom to Farm Bill, Clean Water and Air Act, etc.
Summary

Government involvement in some crops has occurred for many years.  Its original purpose was to provide economic stability to farm families.  Policies and regulations are constantly changing.  Some political leaders feel that price supports should be removed and commodities should be put on the Aopen world market.@  

Evaluation
Written test

Class participation

Student reports
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