Course:
01.431

Agriculture Crop Production and Management

Unit 10:
Production Practices 


Lesson 7:

Turf Crops

QCC:
343, 347, 348, 349, 351, 354, 355 

Objectives: 

1.
Explain the importance of turf crops.   

2.
Apply cultural practices to turf crops.

3.
Demonstrate how turf crops are harvesting to maintain quality.

4.
Explain important practices in turf management.

Teaching Time:
2 hours
References:
Biondo, Ronald J. & Jasper S. Lee. Introduction to Plant and Soil Science and 

Technology. Interstate Publishers, Inc. Danville, IL.  1997.

Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Beautiful turf grass is appealing and useful in many ways.  Identify some ways that turf grasses are used, ie. ballparks, football fields, parks, home landscapes, golf courses.  Would these be successful if the turf was not in place?  Have students read pages 438-445 in text.
Discussion

1.
What is turf?

The plants in the ground cover the soil in which the roots grow.
2.
What is turf grass?

Collection of grass plants that form a ground cover that requires regular maintenance.

3.
What is sod?

Surface layer of the turf.  Includes the plants and a thin layer of soil.

4.
What are some functions of turf?
A.
Utility: stabilizes the soil and reduces erosion

B.
Ornamentation: enhances the surroundings

C.
Sports: helps reduce injury and helps in performance of the participants.

5.
What are the essential factors to be considered in turf grass maintenance?

A.
Type of soil

B.
Nutrients/fertilization

C.
Mowing

D.
Controlling weeks and pests

E.
Water

F.
Seasonal care

6.
Activities

A.
Take students on field trip to see turf sod harvested.  Students should be shown the following:

· Preparation of the fields

· Irrigation and fertilization practices

· Harvesting methods

· Shipping procedures

B.
Select an area of the school grounds that need improving.  Recommend practices to improve the turf.  As a class, make improvements to the area.



Summary
Turf must have a good visual characteristic as well as be adapted to local climate and growing conditions.  Turf maintenance requires mowing, watering, pest control, and other practices that maintain a good environment, such as thatching, aeration, and rolling.

Evaluation
Written test

Activity - write a brief summary of the visit.
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