Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 3:
Classify and Identifying Plants
Lesson 1:
Classify Plants 

GPS:
AG-NL-4-A, AG-NL-4-B, AG-NL-4-C, CTAE-FS-6, CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2
Objectives: 









1.
Describe the major characteristics taxonomists use to classify plants.

2.
Describe the major characteristics horticulturists use to classify plants.

3.
Report on the difficulty in classifying plants.


Teaching Time:

20 Hours - to be spread throughout the course
References:

Flanders, Frank.  Turfgrass Identification Manual
Hassayon, D.G. The Lawn Expert.  Sterling Publishing Co.  New York, N.Y.

Simpson, Bruce.  Landscape Plant Identification.  Vocational Education Materials Center, U.G.A. 

Dirr, Michael.  Manual of Woody Landscape Plants.  Stipes Publishing Company.  Champaign, IL.
Materials and Equipment:

Physical examples of plants (leaf shapes, arrangements, etc.)

Overheads/handouts of leaf shapes, arrangements, form uses, etc.

Plant identification CD ROMS

Powerpoint: Under Horticulture on Disc 4


How Plants are Named


Naming Plants


Plant Taxonomy


Plant Naming

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students how they identify other people.  Ask how do you identify plants.
Discussion

1.
Lecture and demonstration: parts of plants used for identification.  Pass around samples of structural differences in plants.

2.
Review game: AGroup Activity@ - hand out plant identification chart and pass out plants to see if students can use key to figure out plant name.

3.
Campus walk: Identify woody plants and characteristics.  Prepare a lawn grass identification section near classroom or greenhouse.
4.
Sample of identification notes and notebook.  Student notebook:  Plant collection with names of plants and characteristics.

5.
Propagation labs use plants in lab that you have on weekly identification tests.

6.
Student plant identification research and lectures to class on findings.  Assign each student a plant to research on and report back to class.
Summary
The information in this lesson will be used (repeatedly) weekly to build student knowledge of plant material.  Emphasize the importance of being able to key out and identify a plant.
Evaluation

Plant identification collection notebook and reports.
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