Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 3:
Classify and Identifying Plants
Lesson 2:
Identify Plants 

GPS:
AG-NL-4-A, AG-NL-4-B, AG-NL-4-C, CTAE-FS-6, CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2
Objectives: 

1.
Recognize plants by their structural and physical characteristics.

2.
Give five examples of family names.
Teaching Time:

20 Hours
References:

Dr. D.G. Hessqy.  The Lawn Expert.  Sterling Publishing Company, New York, NY.  

Dr. Frank Flanders.  Turfgrass ID Manual.  Georgia Department of Education.  University of Georgia.  Athens, GA.  
Dirr, Michael.  Manual of Woody Landscape Plants.  Stipes Publishing Company.  Champaign, IL.
Materials and Equipment:

Slide Sets- Georgia Extension Service “Ground Covers and Woody Ornamentals”

Examples of Plant Material

Plant ID CD Rom=s- Photo- Library of Woody Landscape Plants by Michael Dirr
Handout 3.2.1

Powerpoint: Under Horticulture on Disc 4


Quiz Game on Nursery Land Plants


Nursery Landscape Plant 1-4


Broadleaf Evergreen


Broadleaf


Deciduous Trees


Groundcovers


Georgia Gold Medal Plants

Teaching Procedure
Introduction and Mental Set
Transition:


One of the first and most important things any horticultural worker must do is to identify the various plants involved in his work.  In a nursery, plants must be identified accurately so as to select stock or seed, plant, manage, harvest, and sell to customers.  This learning package will assist you to identify many shrubs and ground covers.

Motivation:


The correct identification of plants is considered very important by employers and customers.  When working in a nursery or as a landscaper, employers expect workers to know the names and characteristics of all plants.  Customers are more satisfied and buy more products when sales workers know their plants.  Names and characteristics of plants must be known to help customers make choices for more sales.

Content Outline:


1.  Identification of shrubs

2.  Identification of ground covers

Concepts:


There are many shrub and ground cover names to learn.  One can distinguish between plants by observing carefully differences in color, leaf form, size and shape of plant, texture, and stem.

Discussion

1.
Discuss the similarities and differences between shrubs and ground covers.  
Use live examples to emphasize points of difference.
2.
Pre-test.  Hand out sheet and ask students to walk around the room and categorize and name as many of the plants as they can.

3.
Assign each student 2 plants to research and report back to the class.

4.
During student presentations, students record name and information on each plant.

5.
Campus Tour 

Identify plants growing outside versus in a container environment.
Summary

The information in this lesson will be retaught and used throughout the course to build student knowledge of plant material.

Stress the importance of being able to identify plants.

Suggestion:   Plant at least one of each plant on the Nursery/Landscape Career Development Event plant list in your campus landscape.  This will take time to gather but will be well worth the effort.

Evaluation


Post-test Plant I.D.

Oral presentations on plant research

3.2.1

PRE/POST TEST - Identifying Commonly Grown Nursery Plants
Name__________________________
Date________________
Score_______

Instructions:

To the instructor: First, select those nursery plants to be used in this test.  The suggested minimum passing score is 55 out of 61 shrubs and 20 out of 26 ground covers.

To the student: The instructor will show you actual plant specimens or pictorial representations of these plants.  You will then list the common names beside the appropriate numbers below.  You must know correctly 55 out of 61 shrubs and 20 out of 26 ground covers to pass this test.

Shrubs








Ground Covers
1. 31.



1.

2. 32.



2.

3. 33.



3.


4. 34.



4.

5. 35.



5.

6. 36.



6.




7. 37.



7.




8. 38.



8.




9. 39.



9.

10. 40.



10.

11. 41.



11.

12. 42.



12.

13. 43.



13.

14. 44.



14.

15. 45.



15.

16. 46.



16.

17. 47.



17.

18. 48.



18.

19. 49.



19.

20. 50.



20.


21. 51.



21.


22. 52.



22.

23. 53.



23.

24. 54.



24.

25. 55.



25.

26. 


56.



26.

27. 57.





28. 58.





29. 59.

30. 60.






61.

Course: 01.464 Nursery Production and Management
Unit 3, Lesson 2

Revised May 2007
 3

