Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 10:
Controlling Pest in Landscape
Lesson 5:
Control Wildlife Damage

QCC:
468, 477, 478, 482, 481, 483
Objectives: 

1.
Identify common types of wildlife damage in the nursery.

2.
Describe safe and humane practices of controlling wildlife damage.

3.
Control wildlife in the nursery using proper methods.
Teaching Time:

2 Hours
References:

Smith, Michael.  The Ortho Problem Solver.  3rd Edition.  ISBN:  1-89721-199-5.
Jackson, Jeff.  Ideas for Backyard Wildlife Management.  The University of Georgia, Cooperative Extension Forest Resources Articles.  August 1997.  
Georgian Environmental Partnership: www.enviropartners.org/
Materials and Equipment:

Samples of plants with wildlife damage

Materials for casting animal tracks

Plaster

Buckets

Cans

Cardboard

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Have students list plants that they know deer like to eat from their yards.  

Ask students if they have seen ACaddyshack,@ and try to show a clip of Bill Murray getting rid of the gopher.  Pass around a tree limb that has been cut down by a beaver a casting of deer, rabbit, dog tracks, bird feathers and a photo of a mole.  Ask the students to write down what they think they are looking at and what does it have to do with nursery production.  Correctly identify each item and discuss the possible wildlife damage

Discussion

1.
What are some common wildlife pests and the damage that they do to nursery crops? 

Refer to chart
2.
Divide the class into groups letting each group select a wildlife species that may cause damage to the landscape and nursery.

Handout resource materials from Department of Natural Resources, County Extension Service, Forestry Service, and Internet resources.  Each group will collect information regarding the habitat, feeding habits, and potential damage of their assigned species.
3.
What are some ways to detect and identify wildlife damage?

A.
Plant foliage damage

B.
Plant root damage

C.
Plant stem damage

D.
Tracks

E.
Droppings
4.
What are some of the ways to control common pests?

A.
Rabbits, squirrels, mice, deer - fence, trap

B.
Birds - netting

C.
Gophers - trap

D.
Mole - insect control

E.
Dogs/cats - repellants, fence

F.
Deer - fence
5.
What are some common household repellants for deer?

A.
Sprays, repellants

B.
Blood meal

C.
Stockings with human hair

D.
Kerosene rags

E.
Mothballs

F.
Radios
6.
What are the two types of traps used?

A.
Live traps - most humane, cage

B.
Snap traps - close to let, etc.
7.
Invite a guest speaker from the Georgia Green Industry, Local Golf Course, or Department of Natural Resources to speak to the class about wildlife damage and safe practices to manage and control wildlife damage.

8.
Laboratory

Pass around samples of plant leaf, stem and root damage.  Students record damage and wildlife that caused damage.  Take students to site with animal tracks, identify and cast tracks.
Summary

Review each species of wildlife, their damage and method of control.  See if students can come up with their own ideas for controlling wildlife pests - the humane way!
Evaluation

Ask students to construct a management plan to control wildlife in the nursery.
Written quiz
10.5.1

	Wildlife Pest
	Habitat
	Damage to crops

	mice
	grassy or bushy areas, nest above or below ground
	feed on seeds, nuts, bulbs, vegetables, flowers, bark, and roots

	moles
	burrows 6-8 inches below ground - deposit surplus soil on surface of lawn, eat insects in soil
	caused by tunneling - uproot plants and loosen soil

	gophers
	live underground, only 1 gopher inhabits system, constantly digging
	kills shrubs by eating roots



	deer
	brows in rural and suburban areas
	feed on vegetables, trees, flowers, bard, leaves and twigs.  Rub antlers on trunks and branches.

	dogs/cats
	cats can control rodents
	trample or dig up plants, deposit droppings around yard

	squirrels
	establish nests in trees in rural and suburban areas.  Made of leaves, twigs, and bark
	feed on fruit, seeds, nuts, insects, and bark, dig up plants, strip bark and leaves

	birds
	
	feed on berries, seeds, and seedlings.  Scratch away soil to unearth seeds.

	rabbits
	high reproductive rate, active all year long
	feed on garden vegetables, bark, twigs, and buds



Course: 01.464 Nursery Production and Management
Unit 10, Lesson 5

Revised May 2007
 1

