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Course:
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Unit 2:
Landscaping with Trees
Lesson 2:
Landscaping Principles Using Trees

QCC:
496
Objectives: 

1. Name and describe the basic principles of landscape design.
2. Name and describe the basic elements of landscape design.
3. Add trees to a landscape plan, using the principles and elements of design.
Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:
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Materials and Equipment:

Computer 

Digital Camera

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Display several landscape designs of varying quality.  Have the students select the “best” design.  Why did the best design stand out from the others?  Our goal is to complete a design that has outstanding merits and is aesthetically pleasing.

Discussion

1.
There are four basic landscape design principles:



A. Form – Plants large and small have various forms, each offering something different to the landscape.  They can be weeping, round, pyramidal, spreading, oval, vase or columnar.  Look at trees for example.  In addition to a tree’s form during the growing season, consider how much shade it will provide and where the shade will be during the spring and summer.  If it’s a deciduous tree, imagine how it will look without leaves in fall and winter.



B. Line – Whether curved or straight, lines are used to draw your eye towards a focal point or to separate areas of the garden.  Establishing bed lines is one of the first things to do when designing a landscape.



C. Texture – Leaves, flowers, and stems all have texture.  Finding plants and features that contrast or complement is basic to a good garden design.  Foliage that is lacy in appearance would highlight a plant with more rounded leaves.  Consider the year-round appearance of your prospective plants.



D. Color – Color is the most obvious aspect of the landscape and may be the least understood.  A well-designed landscape can look good without any color able to stand-alone.  Color used wisely will accent your area, while too much color can appear harsh or grating.  When deciding which plants to use, keep color in mind.

2.
There are four basic landscape design elements:


A. Unity – the principle that ties the landscape together as a whole.  To achieve unity, resist the urge to have one of each variety in every color.  Repeating the same plants in various parts of the landscape gives unity.  As tough as it sometimes is, try not to buy a plant, take it home, and then decide where to put it.


B. Balance – it can be formal (symmetrical) or informal (asymmetrical), but it should achieve exactly what the word means--even distribution or equality.  In a symmetrical design, the left side will be a mirror image of the right side.  An asymmetrical design would not be identical on each side, but would have equal points of interest.


C. Proportion – it addresses the need to keep the landscape features in scale with the area.  It is critical to keep the ultimate size of a tree in mind when selecting one for planting.  That 8-foot tall tree at the garden center may be 20 feet tall in a few short years, on its way up to 100 feet


D. Variety and Diversity – these allow you to be creative and have some fun.  Be careful—too much variety can be annoying or distracting.  When the best features of your landscape have to compete for attention, they may go unnoticed.
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3.
PLANTING PLAN 

Finally we have arrived at the area a lot of us have a good amount of fun, frustration, trials, continual research and a sense of accomplishment.  We will place trees on the landscape plan, according to the principles and elements we’ve just learned.
Give students a plan of a newly developed urban area (park, business, or shopping center, etc.) showing everything except trees.  Ask them to place trees where they think is best, and tell why they placed them there, according to the principles and elements of landscape design. (Use appropriate symbols below)

[image: image1.png]Figure 13. Symbols for use on the final plan,




Summary


Using the basic principles and elements of design are essential in successfully planning trees in urban areas.

Evaluation
Written Test over principles and elements of landscape design.

Practical Test:  Landscape plan
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