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Course:
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Unit 17:
Creating Positive Impressions/ Common & Business Etiquette
Lesson 5:
Using Appropriate Language & Humor
QCC:

Objective:

1.  Students will define appropriate language and humor
2.  Students will describe the effects of using appropriate language and humor
Teaching Time:


50 minutes
References:

Adapted from the FFA LifeKnowledge Curriculum. The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.

Ga Ag Ed PP: Using_Appropraite_Language_and_Humor
Materials and Equipment:

GA Ag Ed PP: Using_Appropriate_Language_and_Humor
Interview Worksheet
Paper Shredder
Strips of paper
Introduction and Mental Set
Tell students to choose a well known person to portray, but they must keep their choice a secret.  Have the students behave as this person would.  Pass out the Interview Handout and have students complete the worksheet while interviewing a classmate.  Allow the students five minutes to complete the activity.  On the back of the interview worksheet, have the students write down the answers to the following questions on the Powerpoint slide.


How did it feel to pretend to be someone else?

Possible answers: fun; wasn’t sure how to answer some of the questions; phony; unnatural

What new perspectives did you gain by pretending to be someone else?

Possible answers: saw the same person differently—smarter, funnier, capable; some things weren’t as important anymore—goofing off, impressing people; some things became more important—money, family

How did pretending to be someone else make you feel about yourself?

Possible answers: I felt dishonest, like I was living a lie; I like who I really am better than anyone I could pretend to be

How were your decisions, language, comfort level, and contributions affected by pretending to be someone else?

Possible answers: I had to take longer to answer questions because it wasn’t truthful; I tried to talk “smarter;” I felt like I had more to contribute in my pretend personality; I used less slang;

I used fewer cuss words
Discuss with the class that although it may not be fair, we are judged on our appearance, skills, language, and sense of humor.  People perceptions of us are influenced by their age, job, background, etc.
Discussion

On the board at evenly spaced intervals, write the following headings: close friends; peers/classmates; parents; boss/teachers.  Instruct the students to use the provided post-it notes to write down what they talk about and joke about with each of the groups listed.  Have the students put their post-it notes under the appropriate heading.  Give the students two minutes to complete the activity.

When students finish, ask the class how their language and humor changes with these groups?

Possible answers: becomes less personal and more formal as you talk to people further from your age group; the more you know the person, the more honest and open you feel
Have student copy down the following from the Powerpoint into their notes 
I. Appropriate language and humor

A. Define appropriate: especially suitable or compatible; fitting

1. Audience

a. Culture: the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group

b. Age

2. Situation

a. Formal

b. Informal

B. Language

1. Technicality

2. Slang: language peculiar to a certain group; jargon; informal, nonstandard vocabulary composed typically of coinages (made up words), arbitrarily changed words, and extravagant, forced, or facetious figures of speech

Ask the students what makes language technical.

Possible answers: there are certain terms that pertain only to math; the language would most likely make sense and be used during math class discussion
Ask the students if a relationship exists between formal and informal environments and technical and slang language.

Possible answers: yes, formal and technical go together, and informal and slang go together
Discuss with the students why it is important to consider the company they are in before they open their mouth to talk or tell a joke.

As an intro into the next section, ask the students how many of them have heard the adage “Sticks and stones will break my bones, but words will never hurt me”.  Discuss with the students why they agree or disagree with the statement.  Pass out strips of paper to each student.  Instruct students to write down something someone has said to them in the past or has said in their presence.  It may be something specific or something you found offensive.   Have the students bring their strips to the shredder and shred the hurtful event.

Have students copy the following from the Powerpoint into their notes
Objective 2. II. Effects of language and humor

A. Positive effects

1. Shows respect

2. Indicates intelligence

3. Indicates friendliness

B. Negative effects

1. Offensive

2. Hard to recover from it

3. Indicates you are biased

4. Indicates low tolerances on your part
Ask students if there are any other ideas that they could add to either the positive or negative effects list.
Summary
Read the following statements/jokes to them. Ask for a thumbs-up for positive or thumbs-down for negative.

“Hey you!”

“Good morning!”


“Why did the dollar jump off the table?  It didn’t have any cents.”

“That’s gay!”


“You drive like a girl!”

The Interview

_________________________________________________________
Real Name of Person Interviewed:

Job Title:

Hometown:

Who does his or her family consist of?

What are his or her best accomplishments?

Family:

Personal:

School:

Work:

Most memorable moment:

Strongest feelings shared during the interview:

   
 Course: 01.012    Ag Leadership and Personal Development
Unit 17, Lesson 5
May 2007


 
          5

